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HOUSING PROBLEMS, NEEDS DETERMINED 


TWO NEW STUDIES COMPLETED 


The Area Planning Board (APB) has completed two 
1977 housing studies for Palm Beach County. One, 
the Housing Conditions Survey (HCS), uses a compu- 
terized data base to rate housing as “sound”, “de- 
teriorating“, or “dilapidated”. The other, Housing 
Allocation Model, projects the housing needs for 
1979-81 of households earning less than $15,000. 


HOUSING CONDITIONS SURVEYED 


Both studies were funded in part through the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 


Conducting any housing survey of Palm Beach County 
is a massive undertaking. The County comprises some 
2,023 square miles of land area, with more than 
230,000 dwelling units. To examine the whole County 
effectively within the time and manpower constraints 
of the HCS, using a computerized data base was the 
most realistic method. Therefore, the HCS was de- 
veloped from the APB’s Housing Conditions File 
(HCF), which is part of the larger Comprehensive 
Land Use Information System (CLUIS). 


The Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Master 
Appraisal File (MAF) serves as one of the bases for 
the CLUIS. From the MAF certain data items were 
extracted to form the HCF: Building Improvement 
Type, Foundation, Floor Systems, Exterior Wall, 
Structural Frame, Roof Cover & Deck, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Building Conditions, Water, Sewer, Electric, 
Quality Factor, Year Built, and Road Type. 


After a basic assessment of the adequacy, reliability 
and appropriateness of these variables as indicators of 
housing conditions, the final selection of variables to 
be used in the HCS was made, and the various com- 


am ponents of the selected variables were scaled for use 


in the HCS as follows: 


VARIABLE 
Year Built 


Foundation 


Exterior Wall 


Plumbing 


Electrical 


Water 


Sewer 
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COMPONENTS 


Before 1932 
1932 - 1936 
1937 - 1941 
1942 - 1946 
1947 - 1951 
1952 - 1956 
1957 - 1961 
1962 - 1966 
1967 - 1971 
1972 - 1976 


Earth 

Piers 

Continuous Footing, Spread 
Footing, Special Footing 


Unfinished, Corrugated Metal, 
Siding Minimum, Siding Be- 
low Average 

Siding Average, Siding above 
Average, Wood Stucco, Con- 
crete Block, Concrete Block/ 
Wood, Concrete Block/Stucco, 
Concrete Block/Brick, Brick, 
Brick/Wood, Stone/Brick, Ce- 
ment Brick, Prefinished Mletal, 
Precast Panel, Glass, Stone/ 
Wood 


No fixtures 

1 fixture 

2 fixtures 

3 or more fixtures 


None, Below Average 
Minimum 

Average, Above Average, 
Maximum 


None 
Individual 
Public, Private 
None 
Individual 
Public, Private 


This public document was promulgated at this issue’s cost of $97.50 or $.13 per copy to inform the public concerning 


housing issues in Palm Beach County. 
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To rate the overall condition of each structure, the 
point values assigned to its variables were simply 
added up (except Year Built points were not counted). 
If a structure has a point total of 0-8, it is considered 
“sound”. A point total of 9-17 yields a description 
of “deteriorating”. A “dilapidated” rating results 
from a total of 18 or more. 


The range of point totals yielding the various housing 
conditions were established so that the existence of 
two or more critical conditions (9-12 points each) 
or the combination of at least three other critical and 
minor conditions would need to be present to clas- 
sify a structure as dilapidated. The existence of over 
four non-critical conditions would be required to 
change from a deteriorating category to dilapidated. 
The scale has been designed so that the existence of 
problems such as the lack of sewer or water service 
may be tolerated as a sound condition. 


While data is available for each residential structure 
in the County, data summaries facilitate analysis of 
geographic conditions. For the HCS, summaries have 
been prepared by traffic analysis zones, municipalities, 
and census tracts. The data by census tracts are il- 
lustrated on the map to the left. 


The map depicts the percentage of substandard (de- 
teriorating or dilapidated) dwelling units in each 
census tract of the total units in that tract. The most 
noticeable features of the map are that more than 
one-quarter of the housing units in all western county 
census tracts are substandard and that there are 
relatively few substandard units along the ocean. Due 
to the varying sizes of census tracts, specific con- 
centrations of substandard units cannot be interpre- 
ted from the map, but a wide range of general hous- 
ing conditions is apparent. 


NEEDS PROJECTED 


The Housing Allocation Model, written jointly by the 
APB and Plantec Corporation of Jacksonville, Fla., 
projects housing needs of the under $15,000 income 
households in two categories — head of household age 
55 or less and head of household older than 55 — for 
the planning period 1979-81. 


Housing units needed to respond to the demand ot 
these two market segments are projected by census 
tracts. In a preliminary application of the Model, the 
census tracts are aggregated into 9 allocation areas to 
minimize the locational or economic problems which 
might be inherent in smaller geographical units. 


+ For more detailed information on either the Housing 


Conditions Survey or the Housing Allocation Model, 
contact Mr. Steven R. Hoffacker, APB Director of 
Research, at 683-9450. 
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